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ANNUAL ISJS AWARDS FOR BEST BOOK AND PAPER PUBLISHED IN ENGLISH 
(APRIL 2023 - MARCH 2025) 

These awards were started for the period 1.4.2022-31.3.2023 with the objective of promoting Jain 
academic scholarship in English, in line with the tremendous expansion of academic studies of Jainism 
in the universities of North America and Western Europe and India as well. These awards were 
sponsored by promotors of ISJS -Dr Sulekh Jain of INR 100,000 for the best book and Dr Shugan Jain of 
INR 25000 for the best paper to maintain the tempo of promoting Jain studies in the academic 
community globally. The language of presentation of papers and books was purposely chosen as 
English to encourage global outreach.  

2nd Awards = Current awards (1.4.2023-31.3.2025) 
ISJS invited papers and books published between 1.4.2023-31.3.2024. However, due to poor response, 
it was decided to club the entries received with the next year’s i.e. from 1.4.2024 -31.3.2025. Invitations 
for entries were published regularly in ISJS’s fortnightly newsletter. 

Status of books and papers receive for the combined are as follows: 
Award Entries received Entries considered Entries not considered 

Book award 9 6 3+ 
Paper award 19 17 2++ 

+ edited books with many papers by different authors 
++ published as chapters in a book 
 
ISJS offers its highest regards to all the authors who sent their publications for the awards consideration. 
It was truly heartening to see participation by young PhD students as well.  

Evaluation criterion and evaluation team 
A total of twenty-four respected experts, from India and abroad were requested to evaluate the 
paper/book based on the criterion defined in the first awards. Identity of authors was kept secret to 
avoid any prejudice/s. Each paper /book was evaluated by two experts and the scores were averaged for 
each paper/book. These evaluations were sent to the final judges in USA. The current awards (1.4.2023-
31.3.2025) go to:  

• Best book:  
Title: Destructive Emotions, Jain Perspective 
Author: Prof Kanti Mardia 
 

• Best paper:  
Title: Sallekhana and the End-of-Life Option of Voluntary Stopping of Eating and Drinking: An 
Ethical Argument to Consider the Jain Practice of Fasting to Death as Different from Suicide  
Author: Prof Claire Maes  
 

ISJS congratulates the awardees and encourages the scholars to read their work. We also look forward 
to even greater participation in future cycles, reaffirming its mission to promote rigorous and globally 
relevant Jain scholarship. 
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