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International School for Jain Studies “ISJS” organized a two-day international webinar on Role and 

Importance of Jainism to establish Social Harmony and Peace on August 10 and 11, 2021 from 6 pm 

to 10 pm IST. There were 11 research papers presented by the overseas scholars and about 60 

participants attended the event on both days. 

The event went according to the schedule. The program started with the incantation of Namokar 

Mantra and Mangal Path chanted by Ms Pragya Jain, Research Associate ISJS. The convener of the 

webinar, Dr Shrinetra Pandey, Joint Director ISJS, gave the welcome speech, introduced the functions 

of ISJS and read out the concept note.  

Dr Abhay Firodia, Chairman ISJS and Amar Prerana Trust, gave the inaugural speech where he threw 

light upon the relevance of Jain historical heritage right from the first ford-maker Rishabhadeva’s 

teachings of asi-masi-krushi that enlightened the society and brought prosperity, open mindedness and 

an inward looking approach in Jain practices. He asserted that all the teachings are highly relevant as 

they were passed on from Tirthamkara Rishabhadeva to Tirthamkara Mahavira and are apt in today’s 

time, too. He stressed that Jainism is a tradition that leads to urbanization and modern civilization.  

Day 1: 10th August, 2021 

The event was spread in two days and the first day was divided into two sessions. The first session 

was chaired by Prof Jayanti Lal Jain, Dean of faculty of Humanities and Director of Center for 

Philosophical Studies at Mangalayatan University, Aligarh.  

The first speaker of the session was Dr Jeffery D Long who is Carl W. Zeigler Professor of Religion, 

Philosophy, and Asian Studies at Elizabethtown College, Pennsylvania. He presented his paper on A 

Unified Philosophy: Interconnections between Anekantvada, Ahimsa and Aparigraha. He 

maintained that Anekantavada means there is some truth in every view; Ahimsa focuses on wellbeing 

of everyone; Aparigraha is not taking away from others; and all three are in relation with the other 

beings on the planet. He addressed inter-religious conflict; religion and science; and secular world 

views through mundane and transcendental viewpoints of Acharya Kundakunda. 



The second speaker Dr George Alfred James is Professor Emeritus of Philosophy and Religion at the 

University of North Texas. His paper was on Anekantavada and Conflict Resolution in which he 

approached the topic with Mahatma Gandhi’s plurality and idea of unity. He said Mahatma Gandhi 

practically applied Jain principles of non-violence and pluralism in nation building and insisted upon 

how two people can be right at the same time; and the way I see others, others see me too. 

At the end of the first session, the chair Prof Jayanti Lal Jain emphasized that all ford-makers 

(tirthamkaras) have conveyed the same principles, and have not built up new principles upon the 

teachings of previous ford-makers. While explaining Anekantavada, he said that reality should be the 

basis of comprehending pluralism. He also said the four passions are the root cause of conflict. 

The second session was chaired by Prof S R Bhatt who is a philosopher, Sanskritist and a scholar of 

Buddhism, Jainism and Vedanta. He is Chairman of Indian Philosophy Congress and Asian-African 

Philosophy Congress.  

 

This session began with Dr Parveen Jain who is an active leader in the Jain community of North 

America. He spoke about Significance of Jain Principles in today’s Socio-political Environment. 

His primary focus was on the concept of Anekantavada as he discussed the meaning of Anekantavada 

from the points of view of diversity, tolerance and pluralism. He incorporated Jain principles like the 

soul-body relationship, jnana, ahimsa, karma theory, etc in the explication of Anekantavada.  

The next speaker Dr Gunjan Jain works at Westminster International University in Tashkent as a 

Professor of English (TESOL). She spoke about how Adapting Jain Principles leads to a 

Contended Life in the Pandemic Era. The focus of her talk was animal compassion, vegetarianism, 

meditation, Yoga, and equality. She said that practicing the dogma “I am the soul, not the body” leads 

to right belief, right knowledge and right conduct. While also, abstinence from five sins can help 

leading a better life. 

The third speaker of the session was Dr Christopher Key Chapple who is Doshi Professor of Indic and 

Comparative Theology and founding director of Master of Arts in Yoga Studies at Loyola Marymount 

University in Los Angeles. The topic of his presentation was Beyond the Binary where he 

approached his ideas with the four aspects of being human from the Upanishads. He incorporated 

seven viewpoints (sapta-naya) and seven-fold analysis (syad-vada) which lead to attitude change, 

preferably to begin with changing one’s own attitude. 

At the end of the second session, the chair Prof Bhatt insisted that the principle of Syadvada brings 

open-mindedness and discards dogmatism; and harmony and peaceful coexistence are derived from 

Anekantavada. He also said that one should examine logically before accepting any universal 

principle. 



Day 2: 11th August, 2021 

The second day had six speakers and the day was carried out in a single session. It was chaired by Dr 

Shugan C Jain, President ISJS.  

The first speaker Dr Nitin Shah is a professor of Anaesthesiology and Critical Care at Loma Linda 

University and a trustee at Claremont School of Theology’s board of trustees.  Dr Shah spoke on 

Impact of Anekantavada on Peace. He viewed that one should not harm any living being through 

mind, body or speech. He said that Anekantavada can be instrumental in accommodating any situation 

like conflict resolution, food habits, or expansion of a Jain centre. Therefore, one should become 

‘Anekanti’ instead of ‘Ekanti.’  

The second speaker Dr Robert Zydenbos is a professor of Indology at the Ludwig-Maximilians-

Universität München (University of Munich), Germany, where he teaches Indian religion and 

philosophy as well as Sanskrit and other Indian languages. His topic of the talk was Jain thought as a 

Modern Framework for Interreligious and Social Harmonization. He said that Jainism is 

essentially rational rather than being sentimental or folkloric. He stated reasons for the prominence of 

Jain ethics as they are fundamentally atheistic, observe individual responsibility and possess highly 

philosophical character.   

The third speaker Dr Sherry Fohr is Associate Professor of Religious Studies, Curricular Director of 

the Interfaith Studies Program, Religious Studies Coordinator, and Co-Director of Women's Studies at 

Converse University, South Carolina. She spoke on Jainism and Interfaith Dialogue/Cooperation 

where she introduced and discussed the comments of participants of her research. She also advocated 

interfaith discourse and asserted on justice. 

The next speaker Dr Sulekh C Jain is founder/co-founder of many organizations and institutions in 

North America. He talked about Ahimsa and Women Emancipation where he stated that 

discrimination against women is also a kind of violence and mistreatment of women continues till 

date. He maintained that Jains should talk more about Ahimsa and make it instrumental in the 

betterment of the world.  

The fifth speaker Dr Andrew Bridges holds the Bhagwan Shantinath Lectureship in Jain Studies at 

California State University, Fullerton where he teaches “Non-violence, Animal Rights and Diet in 

Jainism” and helps organize the annual “Peace and Religion” symposium. His topic was 

Anekantavada and Secularism in which he asserted that Anekantavada can be considered as a guide 

for secularism and democracy as it is a larger encompassing worldview for universal relevance, and 

also that the ontological idea of Anekantavada should be reflected in a secular society.   



The last speaker Ms Sushama Parekh is an adjunct professor at Claremont School of Theology, and 

Director of JAINA (Federation of Jain Association in North America) and a member of its Academic 

Liaison Committee (ALC) promoting Jain studies at academic institutions in North America. Her 

topic was Karma Theory: a Philosophical Discourse to Develop Virtue of Glad Acceptance and 

Equanimity for Social Harmony and Peace. She talked about eight types of material karma and 

their role while interacting with a soul. Her focus was on the idea that making a choice is an option to 

avert karma and glad acceptance will be derived from awareness of the Self. She asserted in order to 

experience absolute peace, indulgence of activities of mind, body and speech should be reduced.  

At the end of the session, the chair Dr Shugan C Jain commented on and appreciated all the speakers 

of the day. He threw light upon the triggers of the relevance of the webinar’s topic as well as on the 

relevance of social harmony and peace. He gave several definitions of religion and insisted religion as 

the nature of reality and asserted on individual and worldly happiness.  

Each presentation went on for 20 minutes followed by discussion for 10 minutes on both days. The 

discussion revealed various aspects of Jainism and engaged the speakers and participants in an 

exchange of thoughts. The webinar report was presented by Ms Pragya Jain at the end of the day for 

both the days.  

On both days, vote of thanks was casted by Dr. Malay Patel, Joint Director, ISJS. 

The technical part for the complete webinar was handled by Mr Sushil Jana, Administrative Executive 

ISJS. 

*** 


