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REPORT

A National  Seminar on “Jain Philosophy, Culture & Heritage: Special Reference to

Odisha” was organized by Jain Chair, Utkal University of Culture, Bhubaneswar in collaboration

with All India Digamber Jain Heritage Preservation Organisation, New Delhi  on 2nd & 3rd

March 2019 at Jaydev Bhavan and Khandagiri Bhubaneswar. The basic objective of the

National Seminar on ‘Jain Philosophy, Culture and Heritage: Special Reference to Odisha’ is to

provide a forum to the philosophers, historians and archeologists and Jain scholars to undertake

critical reflections on the Jain philosophy, religion and Culture, Art and Architecture. Needless to

say that state of Odisha carries rich legacy of Jain Philosophy and religion through its temples,

caves and inscriptions. Hence in-depth and extensive reflections on this shall greatly enrich our

understanding of the philosophy, culture and heritage of Jainism.

The inaugural session of the seminar was held at Jaydev Bhavan, Bhubaneswar. The Chief

Guest and Keynote Speaker, Prof. V.L Dharurkar, Vice-chancellor. Central University, Tripura

spoke about the antiquity, assimilative and composite character of Jainism. He called upon the

young generation to be inspired by the philosophy of Ahimsa, Anekant and Aparigrah which was

so emphatically propounded by Mahavir. Sri Nirmal Jain Sethi, President, All India Digamber

Jain Heritage Preservation Organisation, New Delhi in his talk highlighted the architectural

significance of Khandagiri and Udayagiri hills at Bhubaneswar. The ancient heritage like this

needs preservation and conservation. In this regard he has drawn the attention of the Government

in the state as well as in Centre to approach UNESCO to declare  it as World Heritage Site.

Prof. Kamal Kant Misra, Vice-chancellor, Utkal University of Culture gave the welcome

address at the beginning and he was stressed on how the University stands committed to the

growth of Jainism through its Jain Chair.

Prof. Jagannath Kuanr, Chairman P.G. Council, Utkal University of Culture, proposed the

Vote of thanks



On this occasion the research documentary Film on ‘Jain Heritage in Odisha’ was released by

the Chief Guest. A photo exhibition sponsored by the son of late Dr. Harish Chandra Das,

eminent jain scholar of Odisha was also organised.

After the inauguration of the seminar one Planery session and six technical sessions were

organised in these two days national seminar. Prof. Sudeep Ku. Jain (Academic Dean, L.B.S

Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan, New Delhi) and Prof. Anand Chandra Sahoo (Professor, AIHC &

Archaeology, Visva Bharati University, Santiniketan) delivered talk on the theme of the seminar.

The six Technical Session were chaired by Prof. Ravi Prakash, Prof. P.K Mohaptra, Dr. Akhilesh

Jain, Prof. Ajit Prasad, Dr. Sudha Jain and Prof. Neelam Jain respectively. In these technical

sessions more than 20 research papers on the various aspects of Jain Philosophy, Culture and

Heritage were presented by the scholars from different universities and colleges across the

country.

On 3rd March 2019 the valedictory functions of the seminar was held at Khandagiri. The

programme was graced by Shrii 105 Goshal Sagarji Maharaj. Suptd. Archealogist, ASI,

Bhubaneswar Circle, Sri Arun Kumar Malick was the chief guest of the occasion.

During the programme Sri Manoranjan Pradhan, (Reader in Dance, Utkal University of

Culture) staged Odissi dance through Shree Radhakunja  and Sri Pramod Kumar Pati, student of

Flute of the university gave a solo performance on Rag Yaman.

The programme started with invocation of Namokar Mantra by Dr. Dheeraj Ku. Mohaptra

accompanied by Dr. Sandeep Raut on Tabla and Sri Jabahar Mishra on Flute.

Dr. Shrinetra Pandey (Joint-Director, ISJS) and Dr. C.V.L Srinivas (Reader Dept. of Drama,

UUC) were the rapporteurs.

The seminar was attended by more than 350 students from the state and more than 50

scholars from across the country.
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