
ON THE PROJECTED DECLINE OF THE JAIN POPULATION IN INDIA 

Prakash C. Jain1 

Abstract 

This paper attempts to investigate the projected decline of India’s Jain population by 
about 64,000 persons in 2021 and by about 28.5% in 2061. Based on the 2011 census 
data, the projections were made by the American Jain Foundation. Taking into account 
such factors as the high literacy and education and relative urban affluence of the 
community, their socio-cultural proximity and self-identification with the Hindus, etc., 
the author argued that under-enumeration and eventual population decline was bound 
to happen sooner or later but not so fast. Besides waiting for the forthcoming census 
data for confirming the reliability of these projections, the author also calls for urgent 
community mobilization, including awareness campaigns and other measures for the 
proper enumeration in future censuses. 

Introduction 

This article confirms the worst fears of Jain community scholars and other concerned persons 
about the prospects of the decline of the Jain population in India. Only a few years ago this 
author had visualized the Jain population scenario in the following words: “the Jain community 
in India appears to be the foremost and the fitting case of zero population growth in near future, 
followed by phases of population stagnation and then progressive population decline” (Jain 
181).  However, a recent demographic projection on the Jain population based on the 2011 
census data clearly reveals that it had already been declining since 2021 and will do so 
significantly by 2061. Before we spell out some more details of these projections, a historical 
look at the rise and decline of the Jain population from census to census would be in order. 

Table 1:  Jain population: Variations in the number, decadal growth, urbanisation and sex ratio 

1871-72 - 2011 

Census 
Number of 

Jains (in 000s) 
Total 

population (%) 
Decadal change in 

number of Jains (%) 
Urbanization 

(%) 
Sex 

Ratio 

1871-72 1,095 0.57 - - - 

1881 

1891 

1901 

1911 

1921 

1,222 

1,417 

1,334 

1,248 

1,177 

0.49 

0.51 

0.47 

0.41 

0.39 

- 

15.94 

-5.83 

-6.47 

-5.26 

- 

- 

30.0 

29.6 

33.9 

- 

- 

929 

940 

931 
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1931 

1941 

1951 

1961 

1971 

1981* 

1991** 

2001 

2011 

1,251 

1,440 

1,618 

2,027 

2,605 

3,206 

3,352 

4,225 

4,451 

0.37 

0.37 

0.45 

0.46 

0.47 

0.48 

0.40 

0.40 

0.37 

6.28 

15.81 

11.67 

25.17 

28.48 

23.17 

4.42 

26.0 

5.4 

34.6 

41.4 

- 

53.9 

59.8 

64.0 

71.0 

75.0 

79.7 

940 

930 

927 

924 

940 

941 

946 

940 

954 

*    Excluding Assam, where census was not held in 1981 owing to disturbed conditions.  
**  Excluding Jammu & Kashmir, where the 1991 census was not held.  

Sources:  For the first-ever estimate of the Jain population in British India for the census of 1871-72, 
see: (Jain, Estimates of Buddhist and Jain Populations in British India, 1871-72). The 
subsequent data from 1881 to 2011 are based on Indian census reports, see: (D. Jain; P. C. 
Jain, Jain Population and Demography, 2011 155). 

Earlier Instances 

Table 1 presents some basic data on the Jain population in India for the various census years 
from 1871-72 to 2011. These data relate to the total Jain population, its percentage share in the 
total Indian population, decadal growth rate, level of urbanization, and sex ratio. Relevant to 
the present discussion, the data also show that during the British period, there were three 
instances of Jain population decline, or negative growth, although they were mostly due to 
incorrect census enumerations of the Jain community rather than its inherent or intrinsic 
demographic dynamics. These occurred in 1901, 1911, and 1921. Vilas A. Sangave attributes 
these instances of negative growth to the then-prevalent “tendency among the Jains to regard 
themselves as Hindus” (Sangave 3). Again, as a part of the programme of non-cooperation 
movement launched by Mahatma Gandhi, the Jains boycotted the census operations of 1931, 
but it did not result in their negative population growth. Notwithstanding the fact that the Jain 
population continued to show a positive growth rate from census to census between 1931 and 
2011, the Jains always remained sceptical about the reliability of the census figures for various 
reasons mentioned below. 

Besides Jains’ self-perception of being Hindus, the following reasons can also be mentioned 
for the incorrect or under-enumerations of the Jain population in India: “Jains’ drift into 
Hinduism” (Davis 184), very few of them using Jain as their sur-names, some sur-names being 
common with Hindus, Sikh and/or Muslims (e.g. Agrawal, Choudhary, Gandhi, Nayak, Shah, 
Seth, Sethi), mentioning sect, varṇa, caste or gotra in place of religion, and the biased attitude 
of the majority of (Hindu) enumerators towards this issue. Not surprisingly, in a recent study 
of two districts of Delhi, a very significant amount of under-enumeration of the Jain population 
was reported (Jain & Jain: 222-241) 
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Redressal of Under-Enumeration  

The lowest-ever decadal growth rate in the Jain population occurred in 1991, which led to 
community-wide concern, discussion, and debates, as well as ethnic media campaigns aimed 
at addressing the issue. It turned out to be a successful attempt, with the second-highest-ever 
decadal growth rate in the 2001 census. In spite of continuing concerns and campaigns, 
however, the growth rate in the 2011 census was only one percentage point higher than that in 
1991. In other words, the “Jainisation of population” campaign was more or less over by the 
2001 census itself. In the 2021 census enumerations, which could not be carried out because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, this author was expecting about a 3% decadal growth rate in the Jain 
population in India. Now, this can only be verified by the data from the next census, but 
meanwhile, the projected decline is already news. 

In order to properly comprehend the projection exercise, it is imperative to understand two sets 
of background information – both relating to the intrinsic nature of the Jain community in India:  

(i) Since the time immemorial, like the Hindus, the Jains also practiced child marriage, 
polygamy and age-incompatible marriage that tended to result in the 
disproportionate number of widows and the customary ban on widow remarriage 
(particularly in north India) stunted the growth of the Jain population (Davis 184; 
P. C. Jain, The 'Widow Question' in the Jain Community; P. C. Jain, The Changing 
Civil Status of the Jain Population; Sangave 29-30) 

(ii) At the same time, the historical evolution of the Jains as a trading community and 
now increasingly a professional one has bestowed them with relative affluence 
which is generally associated with urban residency, higher rate of literacy and 
education, better status of women, smaller family size, lower fertility rate, one or 
two child norm, etc.  (P. C. Jain, Jains in India and Abroad: A Sociological 
Introduction; P. C. Jain, Jain Population and Demography, 2011).  

Needless to say, by the late 20th century, the Jain community in India had acquired all these 
characteristics and some more, including the significantly skewed sex and child sex ratios in 
the population.  

The Projected Decline  

The foundation of the decline of the Jain population was laid as early as the late 20th century. 
The skewed sex and child sex ratios and other intrinsic historical and socio-demographic 
factors mentioned above eventually resulted in the decline of the youth population in the age 
group 0-24 by the 2011 census itself. Accordingly, between 2001 and 2011, the Jain youth 
population in the age group 0-24 had already declined by 207,632 persons (110,277 males and 
97,255 females) (Declining Jain Population in India: A Case Study, Slides 16-19). In spite of 
the decline in the Jain youth population, however, the total Jain population still registered a 
modest decadal growth rate of 5.4% during 2001-2011 (Table 1). 

  



4 | ISJS-Transactions, Vol. 8, No. 4, October - December, 2024 

Table 2: Age-wise distribution of the Jain population for the census year 2011 and its projection for 
the next 50 years 

Age 
Group 

2011 2021 2031 2041 2051 2061 % Growth 

(2011-2061) 

0-4 2,75,272 1,99,326 1,67,135 1,24,126 93,368 72,442 -73.7% 

5-9 3,07,161 2,04,396 1,80,584 1,43,888 1,07,463 84,087 -72.6% 

10-14 3,42,120 2,65,355 1,93,858 1,64,046 1,22,616 95,666 -72.0% 

15-19 3,60,366 3,03,979 2,02,823 1,79,628 1,43,374 1,07,235 -70.2% 

20-24 3,82,896 3,38,614 2,63,336 1,92,845 1,63,462 1,22,357 -68.0% 

25-29 3,86,983 3,55,739 3,01,079 2,01,492 1,78,825 1,42,993 -63.0% 

30-34 3,67,071 3,77,048 3,34,750 2,61,237 1,91,799 1,62,929 -55.6% 

35-39 3,49,494 3,79,668 3,50,598 2,97,946 2,00,038 1,78,018 -49.1% 

40-44 3,27,166 3,57,614 3,69,412 3,29,647 2,58,355 1,90,429 -41.8% 

45-49 3,10,263 3,36,310 3,68,123 3,42,244 2,92,655 1,97,638 -36.3% 

50-54 2,67,733 3,08,364 3,40,713 3,55,393 3,20,025 2,52,957 -5.5% 

55-59 2,19,572 2,82,839 3,11,391 3,45,702 3,25,760 2,82,164 28.5% 

60-64 1,86,463 2,31,516 2,72,488 3,07,426 3,27,427 3,00,460 61.1% 

65-69 1,36,276 1,74,610 2,31,924 2,63,200 3,01,575 2,92,144 114.4% 

70-74 1,02,211 1,30,115 1,68,573 2,06,812 2,44,686 2,71,746 165.9% 

75+ 1,30,710 1,41,969 1,85,106 2,57,708 3,36,437 4,30,420 229.3% 

 44,51,757 43,87,462 42,41,893 39,73,340 36,10,865 31,83,685 -28.5% 

Source: The Jain Foundation (2023): Slide No. 23 

Taking these 2011 census figures as the base data in conjunction with certain assumptions 
regarding sex ratio, fertility rate, etc., the US-based Jain Foundation came out with the figures 
of the projected decline of the Jain population in India for the next 50 years (Table 2). As per 
this projection, the Jain population had already declined by 64,395 persons by 2021 – all in the 
age group 0-29 years. The projected figures for the subsequent census years of 2031, 2041, 
2051, and 2061 are also shown in Table 2. They clearly reveal the progressive decline of the 
Jain population, reaching as high as about 30% by 2061.     
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Conclusion  

Any population projection is a demographic exercise based on certain assumptions as well as 
a database. A change in them might easily change the projected figures. Therefore, only the 
next census enumerations would confirm whether the decline in the Jain population projected 
by the Jain Foundation for the year 2021 and the subsequent census years is realistic or not. In 
any case, given the current Jain population parameters and the community’s socio-historical 
character, the decline of the Jain population is bound to happen sooner or later. Like the Parsis, 
the Jains, too, have to pay the price of being a relatively affluent community in India and 
abroad. 

As an immediate need to slow down the process of the declining Jain population, a country-
wide campaign should be carried out to make the Jains aware of the issue. They should be 
encouraged to enumerate themselves as Jains and not as Hindus in the Religion column while 
filling out the next census forms. In order to make the campaign impactful, perhaps a more 
effective measure would be to rope in the Jain sādhus and sādhvīs besides the media, voluntary 
associations, and the community leaders. 
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