FROM THE CHIEF EDITOR’S DESK

We are glad to present this issue of the ISJS-Transactions to our readers. It consists of three
articles and one book review on different themes of Jain Studies. The first article titled “On
the Projected Decline of the Jain Population in India” is authored by Prof. Prakash C. Jain.
This paper examines a demographic trajectory of the Jain population in India which projected
the on-going trend of decline to reach at 28.5% by 2061. It discusses a number of community-
specific demographic as well as economic and socio-cultural factors that had been active
behind the scene for this to happen since at least the late 19" century. The author underscores
the urgency of creating a targeted awareness among the Jains about their religious identity so
that they are not under-enumerated in future census undertakings.

The next article “An Analytical Study of Shrimad Rajchandra’s Aptirva Avasara from
Dravyanuyoga Point of View” by Dr. Preeti Doshi/Shah explores the dravyanuyoga tradition
in Jainism through the lens of Shrimad Rajchandra’s Apiirva Avasara, offering a
multidisciplinary analysis grounded in primary texts and commentarial literature. It
demonstrates how the work serves as a doctrinal scaffold for Jain metaphysics, fostering ethical
and spiritual reflection.

The final article titled “Apabhramsha: The Evolution of Prakrit” jointly authored by Dr.
Reshma Govardhan Kamble and Mr. Balkrishna Shamsundar Joshi discusses Apabhramsha’s
grammatical structure and historical context, tracing its evolution from the 6™ to 13 century
CE. It highlights the language’s role in exploring vernacular syntax and its enduring legacy in
medieval Indian literature.

In this issue we have a review of the book titled Destructive Emotions: Jain Perspectives
authored by Dr. Kanti V. Mardia. It is reviewed by Dr. Marie-Héléne Gorisse.

I am thankful to all the authors for contributing their scholarly papers to the journal. [ am also
thankful to Dr. Shugan C. Jain, President ISJS, for his continuous support and guidance. Thanks
are also due to Dr. Shrinetra Pandey and Ms. Pragya Jain for rendering their editorial skills,
and Mr. Gopal Kudale for his technical support and uploading it on our website. The readers
as well as the contributors are welcome to send their valuable suggestions for improving the
journal.
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