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The occasion for which there is the meeting today is a very special one indeed,

because it is an occasion of recognition. It is the time when we very rightfully

recognize the highest achievements and huge significance of our guest of honor,

Professor Kamal Chand Sogani. It is the true spirit of Jainism to recognize and

honor those who strive for knowledge and spiritual awakening, or saṃyagdarśana.

Professor Sogani has throughout his entire life's work been a true embodiment of

these qualities.

As the director of the very wonderful Apabhraṃśa Sāhitya Academy, he and his

team of devoted scholars have lead the way for us into the rich and meaningful

study of the Prākṛta and Apabhraṃśa languages.

The first step was to develop a very detailed learning program for these languages

– a program that my wife and I have studied with great diligence since we first met

Sogani ji back in 2010 and also a program that I myself have used for teaching

Prākṛta language at Sydney University in Australia.

The second step has been to create absolutely genius books for reading the original

Prākṛta works like the Āgamās, Dravyasaṃgraha and the writings like

Samayasāra, Pravacanasāra, Pañcāstikāya etc. of our guru Kundakunda and the

work, Kārttikeyānuprekṣā of Svāmikumāra alongwith original Apabhraṃśa works

like Parmātmaprakāśa etc.



Now as a third step, Sogani's very special and completely unique "comprehension

method" for reading Jain texts in their original languages is being applied by his

team of scholars to many Jain text materials in Prākṛta as well as the great Jain

poems in Apabhraṃśa.

We scholars outside of India take great notice of these fantastic developments that

are happening here for the promotion of knowledge and spiritual awakening, and

we join you all in recognizing Professor Sogani ji as our leader and guide to the

spiritual knowledge of the Jinas of which we all are seekers. My dear teacher

Sogani – praṇāma!
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